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Seeing Christ in the Historical Books 
Reading the Bible as Literature 

May 31, 2009 
 
Helps for Good Bible Reading: 

- Last week: The key tool for good Bible reading: a good translation. 
- Read the Bible with _____________ 

 
 
Seeing Christ in the Historical Books 

1. 1 _____________ & 2 _____________ 
a. Summary: The failure of Israel’s _____________ to live under God’s laws 

leads to the _____________ of the kingdom and the _____________ of 
the nation. 
 

b. Keys to the Kings: 
i. _____________ – Blessings and Cursings come in response to 

obedience or disobedience: 1 Kings 11:9-13. “And __ did what 
was evil in the sight of the Lord.” 

ii. _____________ – The crowning punishment of the law 
1. Israel – 2 Kings 17:7-23 – 722 BC 
2. Judah – 2 Kings 24:1-7 – 586 BC 

iii. God’s promise – _____________ Covenant 
 

2. 1 _____________ and 2 _____________  
a. Summary of the Book: A history of Israel that gives those returning from 

_____________ hope for the future on the foundation of the 
_____________ Covenant and God’s faithfulness 

b. Key Elements: 
i. _____________  
ii. God’s promises with _____________ will be kept 
iii. The proclamation of _____________   

 
 

3. Post- _____________ Books  
 

a. _____________ – Judah returns to the land, rebuilds the temple and Ezra 
seeks to lead the people in spiritual faithfulness to God.  
 

b. _____________ – God’s protection of his people (Rebuilding of the walls) 
and their need for spiritual faithfulness to God. 

 
c. _____________ – God’s faithfulness to preserve his people through 

Esther and the roots of Purim – a festival that reminder the Jewish people 
of God’s continuing faithfulness to his promised people.  
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The Psalms, Wisdom Literature, and Prophetic Books 
 

1. The _____________ 
a. The Psalms are _____________.  
b. The Psalms are a reflection of Israel’s relationship as God’s 

_____________ people.  
c. There are many different _____________ of Psalms. 

 
2. The _____________ Literature 

a. _____________ – Why do the righteous _____________?  
b. _____________ – The fear of the Lord leads to _____________ for life. 

_____________ – The _____________ of life without God.  
c. Song of _____________ – The beauty of married _____________ 

 
d. How to Read the Wisdom Literature 

i. The heart of wisdom is the _____________ of the Lord.  
ii. The wisdom books are giving general principles not laws of 

nature, so read them with _____________ _____________.  
iii. The wise life is not a _____________ life. 
iv. Wisdom is written to instruct the _____________ and 

inexperienced.  
v. Wisdom often warns us against the _____________ of good gifts. 
vi. Wisdom books are written to promote _____________.  

 
 

3. The _____________ Books 
a. Introduction: The role of the prophet was to call the nation of Israel back 

to covenant faithfulness. Essential message of the prophets was 
threefold: 

i. You have broken God’s _____________ (the law) 
ii. Judgment is coming in the form of _____________.  
iii. But God will keep his promises, a faithful _____________ will be 

preserved.  
 

 Pre-Exilic 
Prophets 

Exile Exilic Prophets Return Post-Exilic 
Prophets 

To the 
North 

(Israel) 

Amos 
Hosea 

722 BC  
2 Kings 17 

   

To the 
South 

(Judah) 

Joel  
Isaiah 
Micah 
Zephaniah 
Habakkuk 
Jeremiah 

586 BC  
2 Kings 25 

Lamentations 
Ezekiel  
Daniel 

539 BC 
Ezra 1-2 

Haggai 
Zechariah 
Malachi 
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b. The _____________ Covenant: Jeremiah 31-32, Ezekiel 36-37 

i. Summary: 
1. New heart indwelt by the Spirit of God 
2. Forgiveness of sin and cleansing 
3. Resurrection and Eternal Life 
4. _____________ 
5. _____________ for the old Covenant 

 
ii. New Covenant & the coming _____________: Is 9:6-9, 11:1-10; 

Jer 33:14-26; Ezek 37:24-28 
 
 

c. Helps to reading the OT _____________ 
i. Remember who the prophets are: 

1. _____________ Enforcers  
2. God’s _____________  
3. _____________  

 
ii. _____________ in Israel’s history did this prophet speak?  

 
iii. The prophets were _____________.  

 
iv. You will need some _____________.  

 
 
Silence and Israel’s _____________  
 
There is coming a greater son of David (Messiah) who will bring the ultimate fulfillment of 
the promises to Abraham, instituting a wonderful new covenant in place of the old 
Mosaic covenant, conquering Israel’s enemies and giving them the land of Canaan.  

a. _____________  
b. _____________  
c. _____________  
d. _____________  
e. What’s _____________? The _____________  

 
 
 
 
 


