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Seeing the Big Picture  
April 19, 2009 

 
1. Why do you read your Bible?  

 
 

a. ___________  I read the Bible daily will be determined by 
__________  I think the Bible is. Is the Bible primarily a… 

i. ______________ – I will read the Bible for daily wisdom, to 
get my day off on the right track.  

ii. ______________ – I will read the Bible looking for what I 
should and should not do.  

iii. ____________     ____ – I read it because if I don’t I won’t 
have God’s blessing in my life.  
 

b. Who cares _______ I read the Bible as long as I am 
______________  it? 

 
c. Is there a __________   way to read your Bible?  

 
2. Don’t read your Bible like a ______________ - John 5:37-47 

 
 
 
 
What was the problem with the Pharisees daily devos? They didn’t 
see ______________  in the Scriptures.  
 
 
“ “The Greatest Story Ever Told” – this title has been used for the 
Bible, and with good reason. The Bible is the greatest storybook, 
not just because it is full of wonderful stories but because it tells 
one great story, the story of Jesus.”  From Ed Clowney, The 
Unfolding Mystery: Discovering Christ in the Old Testament 
 

3. The Disciples were taught by __________ how to ______________  the 
Scriptures 

a. Luke 24:25-27, 44-47 – The ___________ on the Road to Emmaus 
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b. The pattern of the Apostles was to take the ____    
______________ and show people Jesus.  
 

i. Peter’s speech – Acts 2  
ii. Peter at Solomon’s Portico - Acts 3:18 
iii. Before the Sanhedrin – Acts 4:11 – quote of Ps 118:22 
iv. Paul – Acts 17:2,3 

 
c. Summary: The Bible is a big story that is all about ____________.  

 
d. “The Old Testament is Jesus ______________; the Gospels are 

Jesus ______________  ; Acts is Jesus ______________; the 
Epistles are Jesus ______________; and the Revelation, Jesus 
______________.” – Alec Motyer, Look to the Rock 

 
 

4. How does that shape the way I read the Bible ______________?  
a. Good Bible reading happens in _______    ___________.  

i. Historical Meaning – ________ – What did it _______ then? 
 

ii. Redemptive-Historical Meaning – ___________– How does 
this historical meaning connect to the _________ 
_________ of the Bible? 

 
b. The Pattern of the New Testament 

1. Connect this _________ story to the ______ Story  
a. God 
b. Creation 
c. Sin / Fall 
d. Judgment / Punishment 
e. Redemption / Salvation 
f. Restoration / New Creation 

 
2. ___________ Fulfillment  

 
3. ____________ 

 
4. ______________  

 
5. Continuing __________  

 
6. NT ______________ 

 
7. ______________   

 
8. Read as Jesus ________   
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A Method for Daily Bible Reading 
Helps for Good Bible Reading 

April 19, 2009 
 

1. A Method for Daily Bible Reading: __________ -  ________ Meditation  
 
 

______________ ______________ ______________ 
 

______________ ______________ ______________ 
 

______________ ______________ ______________ 
 

______________ ______________ ______________ 
 

 
c. ______________ – Slow, Steady Bible Reading 

iii. Understand the trees (historical meaning) - What did it mean 
then? 

 
iv. Understand the trees within the forest (redemptive-historical 

meaning) - How does this historical meaning connect to the 
Big Story of the Bible? 

 
 

d. ______________ – Isolate the key point of a literary (thought) unit 
and reflect on a verse(s) that summarize that point.  
 

v. ___________ God and praise Him for who He is.  
vi. ___________  your sin of falling short of His perfection. 
vii. ___________ God for grace to strive for fuller obedience.  
viii. KEY: See how ____________ is the perfect expression of 

this aspect of God’s character and rejoice in how His perfect 
obedience has been credited to my account.  

e. Speak  
 

f. See – Beyond purely intellectual thought to communion with God 
through Jesus by the Holy Spirit. 

 
“If an abundance of thoughts comes to us we ought to 
disregard the other petitions, make room for such thoughts, 
listen in silence, and under no circumstances obstruct them. 
The Holy Spirit himself preaches here, and one word of his 
sermon is far better than a thousand of our prayers.” 
- Martin Luther, Letter to his barber on prayer 

 


